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Introduction:

The NUS Field Investigation Team (NUS/FIT) was tasked by Region I U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to perform a preliminary assessment

and abbreviated site inspection at the Conrail Railyard on Route 18 in New
Bedford, Massachusetts, under Technical Directive Document (TDD)

F1-8503-12 (Appendix A). This letter report fulfills the requirements of the

preliminary assessment portion of that task.

The documents prepared within comply with requirements set forth under EPA
Superfund legislation, (CERCLA), however, they do not necessarily fulfill the
requirements of other EPA regulations such as RCRA.

Site History and Description:

On Thursday, May 7, 1985, NUS/FIT personnel conducted a perimeter survey of
the Conrail Railyard Site in New Bedford, Massachusetts. NUS personnel, Hans
Krahn and Martha Meyers Lee, were met by Martin Blake, a private
investigator contracted by Region I EPA, at a location designated near the site.
The Conrail Railyard is located on New Bedford's tax assessors map No. 72 as
lots No. 140 and No. 275. Prior to 1980, both lots were owned and operated as
railyards by railroad companies. The Penn Central Railroad Company, which
purchased both lots in 1968, sold lot No. 275 to the Housing Seventy
Corporation, a subsidiary of the town of New Bedford, in 1980. The railyard on
Lot No. 275 has been inactive since 1980. Penn Central Railroad Company is
the property owner of Lot No. 140, but the railyard is actively operated by the
Consolidated Rail Corporation. The total area for both the active and inactive
areas is 14.7 acres.

The Conrail Railyard Site is located approximately 200 yards from the west
bank of the Acushnet River in the town of New Bedford. The site consists of a
cobblestone and partially paved railyard, parking lots, factory buildings, an
auxiliary sewage pump station and metal debris piles. The Conrail Railyard Site
is not completely encircled by a fence, therefore, access is unrestricted. The
railyard is mostly level. In the northern area of the railyard, the runoff
discharges northwest towards the Acushnet River,
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The Conrail Railyard Site is bordered on the west by a residential area and on
the north of Wamsutta Road by industrial textile factory outlets. Runoff from
the residential community to the west of the site discharges through a culvert
north of the railroad tracks and parallel to Wamsutta Road and into the
Acushnet River. Lot No. 248 which was reclaimed by the city of New Bedford
in 1959, borders the Conrail Railyard to the east of Herman Melville Boulevard.
Lot No. 248 is an overgrown field adjacent to the west bank of the Acushnet
River. The site is underlain by glacial till and outwash disposits of mecium to
coarse sand and gravel.

Observations and Site Activity:

While the perimeter survey was being conducted on Thursday, May 7, 1985,
NUS/FIT personnel observed black soil stains along the railroad tracks in the
areas where PCBs were unloaded and alleged spillages had occurred. No odors
were noticed during the perimeter survey. However, Marty Blake reported an
irritating, burning sensation in his throat while conducting an on-site inspection
on April 2, 1985.

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) were shipped by Monsanto to the Conrail
Railyard from 1941 to October 1977. Cornell Dublier Electronics, Incorporated,
located at 1605 East Rodney French Boulevard, New Bedford, Massachusetts,
and Aerovox Incorporated, located at 740 Belleville Avenue, New Bedford,
Massachusetts, used PCBs as an impregnation fluid in the manufacture of
capacitors. Cornell Dublier Electronics produced capacitors impregnated with
PCBs from 1941 until 1977 when they converted to dioctyl phthalate as the
impregnating fluid. Aerovox received shipments of PCBs by way of the railroad
tank cars from 1947 until 1977 when Monsanto discontinued the production and
sale of PCBs., Aerovox continued production of PCB impregnated capacitors
until October 1978 from shipments by a foreign supplier of PCBs. Aroclor 1242
was used in the manufacturing process from 1941 to 1971 until Monsanto
completely replaced Aroclor 1242 with Aroclor 1016. From 1971 tc 1977,
Aroclor 1252, 1254, and 1260 were used in the production of capzcitors.
Between January 1973 and December 1975, more than four million pounds of
PCBs were used by Aerovox Incorporated during the manufacturing process.

In the early 1950's, the PCBs were pumped from the Monsanto tank cars into 55
gallon drums at the railyard. After 1956, the Aroclor was pumped into tank
trucks which transferred the PCBs to the manufacturing facilities. The tank
trucks were filled two to three times in order to completely transfer the
shipment from each tank car. The companies which received the Mconsanto
shipments of PCBs did not have a designated site at the railyard in which to
receive the tanker. However, deliveries were generally made in approximately
the same area according to reports from former employees. There have also
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been allegations of multiple spillages occurring at the Conrail Railyard Site
while the PCBs were being transferred from the Monsanto tank cars to tank

trucks.

Based upon the results of the preliminary assessment, it is recommended that a

site inspection be conducted and include sampling soil on the site at the alleged

areas of spillage and, soil, sediment, and surface water along the culvert to the

shoreline of the Acushnet River. It is recommended that soil samples collected

in the railyard be analyzed for PCBs and extractables in order to determine the -
extent of contamination due to the alleged multiple spillages and to determine

potential receptors. Sediment and water samples should also be analyzed for

PCBs and extractables in order to determine whether migration of the

contamination has occurred off site.

MRL/tan

cc: D. Sandhaus
R. DiNitto
T. Plant
B. Buckley

T. Centi/ZPMO

Reviewed and approved by: % é%z//

DlNlttO RPM
Date/ g/ M —
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(18.99 sq. miles)”,

"Buzzard's Bay Basin, 1976, Water Quality Management Plan'", MA Div. of Water

Poll. Control, January 1977.
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WORK COMPLETE DATE WRK : COMPL ( /—7<--u. N0
PRIORITY PRIORITY pt'Gd (= 4 CHARACTERS
NATIONAL PRIORITY LIST NPL AN (-- Y-yes or N-no
MANAGER MAMAGER ME&ers-/ o€ (--10 CHARACTERS
BUDGET BUDGET HOURS 22O  (--S NUMBERS MAX.
FASRPT INCLUDE ON FAS? Y (= Y-yes or N-no
COMMENTS: -
ce: Peluca
Moers-Lee
]'nor-'o‘\ . j-
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UNITED STATES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 1
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02203

DATE: March S, 19835

SuBd: FA/SI at ‘E%i
'

FROM: Don Smith

Railvard., New Bedford, MA

~

Your request for FIT activity at the Conrail Railyard, New
Bedford, MA (ERRIS # MAD981063985) has been forwarded. Because
of the likelihood of PCEs being found at the site FIT will be
tasked to conduct a combined FA/SI.

10:Steve Joyce

During the SI, sampling will be used to verify the presence of

PCB. It would appear that only one sample would be need for the
purpose of developin e.

You also requested that FIT develop addxtxonal information in
order for you to make a decisi identification
of _th ite aw in the New Bedf{crd Harbor study. As
part of the SI, FIT will identify likely run:*f paths and observe
the shoreline for signs of contamination. = limited amount of
additional soi1l samples maybe taken to ceatirm possible runc+#
paths. AL this stage sampling would not b2 zcnducted to identify

" the extent of any contamination,

In order to meet your deadline of April 30, 1988, the CLP would
not be utilized.

Frior to starting work FIT will contact you regarding site@ access
and sjite visit with the ex-employee.

This task will be given a high priority. However you should be
aware that the backlog of FIT work may not allaow for th1s task to
be accomplished as requested.

cc: Heather Ford
Rich DiNittQp
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE I IDENTIFICATION |
eEPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT MAT T IREABE U1 B6 3985

PART 1 - SITE INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENT

. SITE NAME AND LOCATION
O T SITE NAME (Lege.. common. or Geecrioove name of axe) 02 STREET, ROUTE NO , OR SPECIFIC LOCATION IOENTIFIEF
Conrail Railyard Route 18
03CITY Q4 STATE QS ZIP CODE Q8 CQUNTY Q7 COUNTYI08 CONG
New Bedford MA 02741 Bristol 0(F5%¢ |MA£=10)
09 COORDINATES | ATITUDE LONGITUDE
70° 55 {tS" 41° 38' 42"

IOOﬂECTlONSTOSlTEmmmnmummp
From Interstate 93, take state Route 24 South 24 miles to state Route 140 South.

After traveling 12 miles south on state Route 140, exit at Route 18 South. Take
Route 18 approximately 4.5 miles south and exit at Route 6 West.

i1l. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES

01 OWNER (¥ known) »

Housing Seventy Corporat:ion1

ozsme_sr‘:ummm
City Hall, Room 215, 313, William Street

o3 cy 04 STATE]| 08 2 CODE 06 TELEPHONE NUMBER

ford 02740 617 999-2931 ext. 242
07 OPERATOR (¥ xnown and dfferent from cwnen 08 STREET /Business. mefing. reamtentieh -
Consolidated Rail Corpor:at:i.cm1 15 North 32nd Street
00 CiTY TOSTATE[ 11 2P CODE [12 TELEPHONE NUMBER
Philadelphia PA 19104 1215 596-2934% :

73 TYPE OF OWNERSHIP (Check oner
I A. PRIVATE O B. FEDERAL: JC.STATE D.COUNTY  [J E. MUNICIPAL

(Agency name)

O F. OTHER:
El T O G. UNKNOWN

[ 74 OWNER/GPERATOR NOTIFICATION ON FILE (Check af that apory
0 A.RCRA 3001 DATERECEIVED: —__{ __/ [ B. UNCONTROLLED WASTE SITE ceacis -03e) DATE RECEIVED: _W__._; XC. NONE
DAY YEAA

MONTH DAY YEAR
V. CHARACTERIZATION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD
01 ON SITE INSPECTION BY (Chock of thet sopty)
O YES ODATE 0 A EPA {J B. EPA CONTRACTOR J C. STATE O D. OTHER CONTRACTOR
X NO MONTH DAY YEAR 0 E. LOCAL HEALTHOFFICIAL O F. OTHER:
(Soecty)
CONTRACTOR NAME(S):
02 SITE STATUS (Check ones 03 YEARS OF oasmi%
SAA. ACTIVE (I B.INACTIVE (3 C. UNKNOWN 6 I present 1 UNKNOWN
aem YEAR Em YEAR

%mgffﬁwsgf% WQMNSW% to the Conrail Railyard from 1947 until 1977.
Multiple spillages allegedly occurred during the transfer of PCBs at the tallyard
Martin Blake, private investigator, observed an irritating burning sensation in his

;hroat wlule conductmg an on-site inspection on April 2, 1985.
POTENTIAL HAZARD TO ENVIRONMENT AND/OR POPULATION
Alleged PCB contaminated soil may migrate towards a culvert, approximately 20 yards
north of the unloading area in the railyard, which drains into the New Bedford Harbor.
There may be direct contact hazards due to access to the railyard being unrestricted.

V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT

01 PRIOMITY FOR INSPECTION (Chack ane. X g or medkum & Pert 2 - waste adPan3- of C g
O A. HIGH B. MEDIUM
(Inasection required prometly) Jal oc.Low onme Sesis) a D‘:mmm. Compiate current ey i0eson fomy
VL. INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM
01 CONTACT 02 OF Agency. Orgenizavon) 03 TELEPHONE NUMBER |
Steve T. Joyce EPA, Region I 617 223-5904
04 PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSESSMENT 05 AGENCY 06 ORGANIZATION 07 TELEPHONE NUMBER | OB OATE _ ., . |
Martha R. Meyers Lee _ NUS/FIT NUS Corp. ( 617 2752970 "6/04/85
TMONTH DAY YEAR

EPA FORM 2070-12(7-81)




a POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE L gf:’m:!’mm
VEPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT e
PART 2 - WASTE INFORMATION MA | 281063985
I, WASTE STATES, GUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS
01 PHYSICAL STATES /Checa of hat soply 02 WASTE QUANTITY AT SITE 03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS (Check a that a00ly)
gasw e s ¥ own g N WYt
g gi SLUDGE mes ;i; ucgsu‘o TONS ————— I C RADIOACTIVE  _ G. FLAMMABLE Z K REACTIVE
CUBKC YARDS — TP PERSISTENT - M IGNTABLE - T APPLICABLE
= 0.o™ER 1SoecHy NO. OF DRUMS
1. WASTE TYPE
CATEGORY SUBSTANCE NAME 01 GROSS AMOUNT 02 UNIT OF MEASURE| 03 COMMENTS
S SLUDGE
oww OILY WASTE
soL SOLVENTS
PSD PESTICIDES
occ OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS Unknown Tom alleged multiple BCB |
10C INORGANIC CHEMICALS P n petroleum
ACD ACIOS gtsrittare maditm
8AS BASES
MES HEAVY METALS
IV. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES (see for most caea CAS
01 CATEGORY 02 SUBSTANCE NAME 03 CAS NUMBER 04 STORAGE/DISPOSAL METHOD 05 CONCENTRATION g@%
~ OCC polychlorinated 1336-36-3 alleged multiple unknown N
biphenyls spillages
V. FEEDSTOCKS (300 Asponan ior CAS Mamporey
CATEGORY 01 FEEDBTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER CATEQGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER
FoS FOS
Fos FOS
FOS oS
Fos FOS

VI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cte soecsic ratarances. o.9.. state 9ee. 30mpie analysis. reports |
1. Files from U.S. EPA, Region 1
2. U.S.G.S. Topo Map, New Bedford North, Mass., N4137.5-W7052.5/7.5, 1979
3. "PCB Pollution in the New Bedford, Massachusetts Area: A Status Report",

Massachusetts Coastal Zone
4. Project Logbook, NUS/FIT
EPA FORM 2070-12 (7-81)




POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE I IDENTIFICATION

a SITE NUUMBER
EPA | PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT MA  IMAD 931063985
‘, PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

01 C A. GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION 02 — OBSERVED (DATE. ) = POTENTIAL ~LLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED _________ 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
01)% 8. SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION 02 = OBSERVED (DATE. ) SKPOTENTIAL —ALLEGED

gm&mggg}%{ggv;gﬁsggf%idggggﬂﬁ“\ggggc WeSt of site, located approximately
20 yards from the unloading area on the Conrail Railyard, is a potential receptor.
The culvert discharges into the New Bedford Harbor. At the present, the harbor is
not being used for recreation or fishing due to PCB contamination.

01JK.C. CONTAMINATION OF AIR unknown 073 0BSERVED (OATEAPTLL _Z, 1P85  porenmaL  C ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: UDNKDIOWDL o4 \uRaATIVE DESCRIPTION

Martin Blake, private investigator for the EPA, observed an irritating burning
sensation in his throat while on the site while investigating the location of the PCB
unloading area and alleged spillages of PCBs.

01 O O. FIRE/EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS 02 _OBSERVED(DATE: . ) C POTENTIAL C ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLYAFFECTED. = 04 NARRATIVE DESCRPTION

gl%E. omre'gr co;:en;:r . 5,359/8q. m$die OBSERVED (OATE __ _) X POTENTIAL = ALLEGED
LATION PQTENTIALLY AFFECTED 0 PEON .
Time P&onraﬂ property, Eof No. 14U on the New Bedford Tax Assessor's map No. 72, 1is

active and may pose a hazard to workers. Lot No. 275, owned by the Housing Seventy
Corporation is inactive. The railyard is not completely encircled by a fence,
therefore, access is unrestricted.

o1 ﬂF CONTAMINATION OF SOW. 15 02C OBSERVED(DATE: _______ ) Z POTENTIAL PKALLEGED
03 AREA POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: n 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
{Acres)

Former employees of the Aerovox Corporation, New Bedford, alleged that multiple

spillages of PCBs occurred while transferring shipments of PCBs between railroad
tank cars and 55 gallon drums or tank trucks between 1947 and 1977.

01  G. DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 02 OBSERVED(DATE. ___ ) < POTENTIAL Z ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLYAFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

01 JH. WORKER EXPOBURE/INJURY O2JOBSERVED(DATE: _________ ) X POTENTIAL C ALLEGED
03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: __UNKNOWN 54 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Conrail property, Lot No. 140 on the New Bedford Tax Assessor's map No. 72, is
active and may pose a hazard to workers.,

01 7. POPULATION EXPOSURE/INJURY 02C OBSERVED(DATE: TENTIAL ALLEGED
O3?OPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: Lknown____ 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION ) PO °

Site access is unrestricted.

EPA FORM 2070-12(7-81)




POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE I IDENTIFICATION

6EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT AR 8P 1985

PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

H. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS corrnuea
01 C J. DAMAGE TO FLORA 02 OBSERVED(DATE. ___ ) Z POTENTIAL 2 ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

01 JKK. DAMAGE TO FAUNA 02_OBSERVED(DATE. ______ ) SKPOTENTIAL 72 ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION imcuce nameis; of soecres)
Migration of PCBs from unloading area to culvert approximately 20 yards north which

drains into the New Bedford Harbor is a potential receptor. Fish, lobster, and other
species are potential receptors within the New Bedford Harbor.

o1 zl_ CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAIN 02C OBSERVED (DATE. _____ ) XPOTENTIAL (3 ALLEGED

TIVE DESCRIPTION ] .
Mggration of PCBs from unloading area to culvert approximately 20 yards north which

drains into the New Bedford Harbor is a potential receptor. Fish, lobster, and other
species are potential receptors within the New Bedford Harbor.

01 ]2 M. UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES 02 OBSERVED(DATE: _____ ) ] POTENTIAL SXALLEGED
1Sol goums  Unknown
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLYAFFECTED 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

PCB spills reported by former employees to Martin Blake, private investigator for EPA

O1FN. DAMAGE TO OFFSITE PROPERTY O2C OBSERVED(OATE: ________ = ) 37 POTENTIAL {1 ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPFTION

Migration of PCBs from unloading area to culvert which drains into the New Bedford
Harbor (150 to 200 yards from site) may be occurring.

01 KO. CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS, STORM DRAINS, WWTPs 02 = OBSERVED(DATE: ______ ) KPOTENTW. Ci ALLEGED
04 TIVE DESCRIPTION

The culvert which discharges run-off from the residental area borders the site on the
west.

01 T P. LLEGAL/UNAUTHORIZED DUMPING Q2 OBSERVEDIDATE: ____ ) T POTENTAL ) ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION .

05 DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN, POTENTIAL, OR ALLEGED HAZARDS

2
M. TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: __ ), 309 per square mile

IV. COMMENTS

e Conrail Railyard is not completely encircled by a fence. Lot No. 140, which is
owned by Conrail Corp. is active. Lot No. 275 was purchased by the Housing Corp. in
1980 is inactive. The site is approximately 150 to 200 yards west of the Acushnet
River. A culvert which discharges run-off from a residential community bordering the

V. SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cre soeciic reterances. o. .. state ea. 1emple anatysis. egants)

site on the west 1s located 20 yards north of the unloading area.

1. "PCB Pollution in the New Bedford, Massachusetts Area: A Status Report",
Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management, June 1982, Revised January 1983,
2. Files from U.S. EPA, Region I

EPAFOAM 2070-12(7-81)
3. U.8.G.S. Topo Map, New Bedford North, Mass., N4137.5-W7052.5/7.5, 1979.
4. Project Logbook, NUS/FIT
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